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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1-4 and 9-22 are allowed. 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention provides a new method and system for encoding and 
decoding a digital video, which allows use of off-the-shelf DVC coders, decreasing 
system cost, holding data rate to reasonable range, trading data rate for image quality 
by allowing the encoder and decoder to communicate using various numbers of video 
segments per frame and the same DVC coders (see specification, page 19, lines 2-6). 

In particular, the new method and system comprise the following features, which 
the prior art, either taken singly or in combination, does not teach: 

- presenting the blocks to the digital video coder as part of a larger, synthesized 
digital video frame, the blocks inserted into the digital video frame so as to substantially 
occupy frame locations con-esponding to selected video segments in the video segment 
encoding order of the digital video coder (see independent claim 1 ); 

- a mapper to map blocks of data, from the input frame buffer to a synthesized 
digital video frame for input to the digital video coder, the blocks of data substantially 
occupy frame locations of the digital video frame corresponding to selected video 
segments in the video segment encoding order of the digital video coder (see 
independent claim 9); 
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- a data padder to concatenate video segments from tine input data buffer with 
dummy video segments for input to the digital video decoder; and a subframe extractor 
to map the digital video frame regions corresponding to the video segments supplied 
from the input data buffer into a reconstructed digital video frame (see independent 
claim 17). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH H. DO whose telephone number is 571-272-7433. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 5/4-9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID K. MOORE can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
December 12, 2005 
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